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I claim: 

4t (cancelled) A golf too sotting d e vice compri s ing: 
Bz — m e an s for ins e rting a golf t ee in the devic e ; 
b-. — means for retaining the golf tec head in th e d e vic e ; 
e:^ — moans for Gcl e oting a t ee h e ad h e ight abov e th e ground for the golf t ee 
d> means for fitting a golf boll to th e devic e ; 

e: — m e ans for^pping th e device with th e golf bail in the hocl of the hand 



to b e ins e rted; 



may bo appli e d to the golf too; and 
£: — means for r e leasing the golf tee from the d e vic e . 
27 (cancelled) Th e golf t ee s etting devic e of claim 1 further oompri s iHg - th e d|cvic e hns -a 



bottom, a top and a sid e of g e n e ral ly ■ circular shap e , th e means for inserting a golf toe in 
the device i s a g o lf too chamber opening arrang e d in th e bottom of the de^ ieer 



3 . (currently amended) A golf tee setting device with a bottonu a top, and a s ide of generally 



circular shape comprising: 

a. a golf tee chamber opening arranged in the bottom of the device: 



b. a convex tee chamber upper surface and a multitude of bail bearing 
penetrating into the tee chamber such that the golf tee head is retained 

c. means for selecting a tee head height above the ground for the golf tee 



d. means for fitting a golf ball to the device; 

e. means for gripping the device with the golf ball in the heel of the hanc 



4. 



► providi 



the 

1 >e inserted is a 
e the desired 



•compnsmg 



may be applied to the golf tee; and 
f means for releasing the golf tee from the device. 

(previously presented) The golf tee setting device of claim 3 ftirther comp^smg 
means for selecting a tee head height above the ground for the golf tee to 
multitude of bases of differing thickness, one of which is selected to 
tee chamber location above the device bottom, 
(previously presented) The golf tee setting device of claim 3 fiirther 
means for selecting a tee head height above the groimd for the golf tee to 
means for adjusting the tee chamber location distance from the device bot:om. 
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iperatedby 



6. (previously presented) The golf tee setting device of claim 3 further 
means for fitting a golf ball to the device is a concave top surface. 

7. (previously presented) The golf tee setting device of claim 6 further 
means for gripping the device with the golf ball in the heel of the hand is 
concavities in the device side wherein two fingers exert force on the devic|e 
golf ball into the heel of the hand. 

8. (previously presented) The golf tee setting device of claim 7 further 
means for releasing the golf tee &om the device is a means for moving the 
surfaces fiom the tee chamber. 

9. (previously presented) The golf tee setting device of claim 8 further 
means for moving the ball bearing surfaces fiom the tee chamber is o] 
force on the device with two fingers and exerting force on a golf ball fittec 
by exerting force on the golf ball with the palm of the hand. 

1 0. (previously presented) A golf tee-setting device to hold^ insert into the 
device bottom contacts the ground, and release the golf tee, leaving the tee 
predetermined selected height comprising: 

a. A main body configured with an outer surface^ a tee-inserdon end, an 
attachment end, and a multipKcity of through-wall ball bearing 
insertion end with an opening to a tee chamber arranged such that a tec : 
inserted in the body tee chamber, the operating knob attachment end 
that an operating knob may be attached to the body, the ball bearing 
arranged such that a bail bearing inserted in the raceway on the outside 

odv, and contacting the raceway walls will extend into the body tee- 
opening; 

a multiplicity of ball bearings arranged in the ball bearing raceways; 
a tee hold-release sleeve with an outer surface, a lower surface, a bottojtn 
bottom hole internal surface, and ball bearing retention means, the 
arranged such that the body may be slidably inserted into the sleeve, 
retained in the body ball bearing raceways by contact with the sleeve 
is fiilly inserted in the sleeve; 



the 
c^pposing 
to press the 



groimd until the 



;racewa/S: 



b. 
c. 
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ball bearing 
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exerting 
to the device 



at a 



^pperating knob 
the tee- 
may be 
arranged such 
raceways 

surface of the 
iihsertion end 



hole, a 
botljom hole 
, the ball bearings 
>^en the body 
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means for moving the body partially out of the sleeve and means for 
body to the fully inserted position in the sleeve; 
means for motion of the ball bearings when the body is partially 
sleeve such that a tee head inserted into the tee chamber will contact 
in the hole by the ball bearings with the body fully inserted and will 
the ball bearings when the body is partially out of the sleeve; and 
f. means for adjusting the tee chamber location above the device bottom 
that a tee inserted into and retained in the body will extend from the 
predetermined adjustable distance wherein the tee may be inserted intc» 
the body moved partially out of the sleeve, discormecting the device 
the device removed leaving the tee head the predetermined and selectejd 
the ground. 

11. (previously presented) The golf tee-setting device to hold» insert into the 
predetermined and selected tee head height above the ground, and release 
leaving the tee at the pzedetermined selected height as in claim 1 0 further 
means for moving the body partially out of the sleeve and means for 
the fully inserted position in the sleeve is comprised of two opposing 
arranged on the sleeve and body, a beveled nut and spring retmner knob 
attached to the body knob attachment end and a spring arranged between 
the sleeve, the knob arranged such that a golf ball may be fit to the bevelec i 
retainer such that the golf ball is held in the palm of the hand with the 
held by the gripping concavities with two fingers of the same hand wherein 
apply force to the sleeve while the palm of the hand applies force to the 
body out of the sleeve and compressing the spring, and the spring returns 
fully inserted position when the finger and hand pressure is released. 

1 2. (previously presented) The golf tee-setting device to hold, insert into the 
predetennined and selected tee head height above the ground, and release 
leaving the tee at the predetennined selected height as in claim 1 1 further 
means for motion of the bail bearings when the body is partially removed 
is comprised of a beveled wall through opening in the sleeve arranged 
surface to the hole inner surface such that when the body is fully inserted i 



returning the 



removed from the 
be retained 
dilsconnect from 



arranged such 
d^ce a 

the ground, 

the tee, and 
distance from 



returning 
; gripping 



froii 
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the golf tee, 
comprising the 



the beveled wall of the opening contacts the ball bearings to retain them i i the body 
bearing xaceway, and the motion of the body out of the sleeve brings the s leeve opening 
beveled wall away from the ball bearings such that they may move in the body bearing 
raceway. 

13. (previously presented) The golf tee-setting device to hold, insert into the ^ound at a 
predetermined and selected tee head height above the ground, and release 1 
leaving the tee at the predetermined selected height as in claim 12 further ( 
means for adjustinjg the tee chamber location is comprised of a multiplicity of bases each 
with an upper surface and a lower surface and each with different distances between the 
upper and lower sur&ces, one base selected and removably attached to the body such that 
a tee inserted into and retained in the body will extend from the base lower surface the 
selected predetennined adjustable distance determined by the distance between the base 
upper and lower surfaces of the selected base wherein the tee may be inse rted into the 
ground and the device removed leaving the tee head the predetermined and selected 
distance bom the ground. 

14. (previously presented) The golf tee-setting device to hold, insert into the { [round at a 
predetermined and selected tee head height above the ground, and release the golf tee, 
leaving the tee at the predetermined selected height as in claim 12 further bomprising: 

a. the means for adjusting the tee chamber location is an adjustable base comprising a 
height adjustment sleeve, a height adjustment insert, a height adjustment mechanism 
spring, and a multiplicity of assembly screws with a head portion and a threaded 
portion; 

b. the height adjustment sleeve with a tee insertion end, a height adjustm ent insert 
installation end, and a cylindrical side, the tee insertion end arranged i s a hollow 
cylinder with an outer surface and an inner surface and a central flat si irface 
projection containing a spring retaining hole arranged to connect with the tee 
insertion end hole, the circumference of the flat smface forming a heisht adjustment 
groove around the circumference of the insert opening with an inner s\de and an outer 
side, the groove outer side with a multiplicity of assembly screw insta llation through 
holes arranged between the cylindrical sleeve side and the groove ouftir side, and the 
groove inner side with threaded holes arranged opposite the installatic n holes. 
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\\1)erein an assembly screw may be inserted into the groove through tl le installation 
through hole and removably attached to the threaded hole; 

c. the height adjustment insert having an upper end, a lower end, a cylindrical outer 
surface and an outer surface extension extending in the downward dip^on fix>m the 
cylindrical outer surface, and with a helical groove in the outer surfece extension, the 
insert arranged such that it may be removably and rotatably inserted into the height 
adjustment sleeve herein the insert is contained within the height adjustment sleeve 
insert opening; 

d. the helical groove in the insert cylindrical side surface arranged with a smooth 
contour upper surface and a corrugated contour lower surface, the groove extending 
from the helical extension portion outer surface through to the inner surface and 
arranged such that the insert may be removably attached to the sleeve by the assembly 
screws^ the screw heads arranged such that the sleeve may be rotated relative to the 
insert wherein the screw heads move in the insert helical groove such that the base 
thickness may be increased by rotation in one direction and decreased by rotation in 
the opposite direction; and 

e. the height adjustment mecharusm spring arranged such that a tee head may pass 
through the center of the spring and arranged in the sleeve spring retaiutng hole such 
that the spring provides an upward force on the insert such that the spring force 
maintains contact of the helical groove corrugated sur&ce with the assembly screw 
heads and the corrugation groove lower surface provides resistance to rotation of the 
sleeve relative to the insert wherein the resistance retains the base thickness 
adjustment until the sleeve is rotated with sufBcient force to overcome this resistance 
and the base thickness is changed. 

15. (previously presented) The golf tee-setting device to hold, insot into the ground at a 
predetermined and selected tee head height above the ground, and release i 
leaving the tee at the predetermined selected height as in claim 10 further < 
means for moving the body partially out of the sleeve and means for returning the body to 
the fully inserted position in the sleeve is two opposing gripping concavities arranged on 
the sleeve, a beveled nut and spring retainer knob removably attached to the body knob 
attachment end and a spring arranged between the knob and the sleeve, the knob arranged 
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the golf tee, 
comprising the 
from the sleeve 



the body outer 



such that a golf ball may be fit to the beveled nut and sprii^ retainer such that the golf 
ball is held in the palm of the hand with the tee-setting device held by the gnppmg 
concavities with two fingers of tte same hand wherein the fingers apply force to the 
sleeve while the palm of the hand applies force to the body moving the be dy out of the 
sleeve and compressing the spring, and the spring returns the body to the iilly inserted 
position when the finger and palm pressure is released. 
16- (previously presented) The golf tee^setting device to hold, insert into the ground at a 
predetermined and selected tee head height above the ground, and release 
leaving the tee at the predetermined selected height as in claim 1 5 further 
means for motion of the ball bearings when the body is partially removed 
is comprised of a body spacer washer with an upper surface, a lower surface, an outer 
surface, and an inner surface arranged such that the body outer surface may be inserted 
within the washer inner surface and a multiplicity of holes arranged between the inner 
and outer surfaces, the body outer surface with a multiplicity of threaded attachment 
holes arranged such that the body spacer washer is removably attached to 
surface with a multiplicity of assembly screws with a head portion and a threaded portion 
wherein the sleeve and washer contact the ball bearings arranged in the b: ill bearing 
raceways, the washer upper surface also contacting the sleeve lower surface when the 
body is fully inserted into the sleeve such that the bearings are fully inserted into the 
raceways and when the body is partially removed from the sleeve, the washer upper 
surface moves away from the sleeve lower surface fomiing an opening arranged such that 
the bearings may move in the body bearing raceway, 
17, (previously presented) The golf tee-setting device to hold, insert into the ground at a 
predetermined and selected tee head height above the ground^ and release 
leaving the tee at the predetermined selected height as in claim 1 6 further 
means for adjustmmt of the tee chamber location is: 

a. a height adjustment sleeve, a height adjustment top cap, a bottom base cover, a 
height adjustment sleeve cover, and a height adjustment spring; 

b. the height adjustment sleeve substantially cylindrical with an upper end and a lower 
end, an outer surface and an mner surface, the outside surfiace containing attachment 
threads adjacent to the upper and lower ends, a helical groove in the height 
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adjustment sleeve out^ surface through the outer and inner surfaces and configured 
with an smooth contour upper surface and a corrugated contour lower surface, the 
groove extending from adjacent to the lower end threads to adjacent to the upper end 
threads, the inner sur&ce arranged such that the device body spacer washer may be 
inserted in the height adjustment sleeve; 

c. the height adjustment top cap with an upp^ surface containing an opening arranged 
such that the hold-release sleeve may be inserted in the opening, a lovfer surface with 
an opening arranged with internal threads wherein the top c^ may be removable 
attached to the height adjustment sleeve upper end threads; 

d. the bottom base cover with an upper surface containing an opening arranged with 
internal threads wherein the bottom base cover may be removable attached to the 
height adjustment sleeve lower end threads, the lower surface arxangeci with an 
opening wherein a golf tee may be inserted in the opening; ! 

e. the height adjustment sleeve cover substantially cylindrical with an inner surface, an 
outer surface, a top end and bottom end, the inner surface arrai^ed such that the 
sleeve may be inserted in the sleeve cover, the top end arranged such that it may be 
inserted in the top cap lower surface opening, the bottom end arranged such that it 
may be inserted in the base cover upper opening; and 

f. the height adjustment spring with an imier coil diameter an outer coil diameter, a 
lower end, and a upper end and arranged such that the tee hold-release sleeve outer 
surface may be inserted within the iimer coil diameter such that and th^e outer coil 
diameter may be inserted within the height adjustment sleeve inner surface wherein 
the body spacer washer attachment screws are arranged such that the screw heads are 
contained within the height adjustment sleeve helical groove and the spring is 
arranged such that the spring is contained within the height adjustment sleeve, the 
spring lower end contacts the body spacer washer upper surface, and the spring upper 
end contacts the height adjustment top cap such that the spring is compressed 
between the top cap and body spacer washer, the spring force maintaining contact of 
the sleeve helical groove corrugated contour lower siuface with the assembly screw 
head such that the corrugated groove lower surface provides resistance to rotation of 
the top cap, sleeve, bottom base cover and sleeve cover relative to the body and hold- 
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release sleeve wherein the resistance retains the tee chamber location adjustment until 
the sleeve is rotated with sufficient force to overcome this resistance such that the tee 
chamber location is changed. 

1 8. (currently amended) A method of inserting a golf tee into the ground using an adjustable 
golf tee-setting device with an operating knob attachment end on top connec^^ to a bodv 
movablv inserted in a sleeve and positioned bv soring tension such that multiple ball 
bearings are positioned within openii^s in the bodv, and a tee-insertion end on the 
bottom with an opening c omprising: 

a. setting the tee-setting device adjustniient to the desired tee head height above the 
ground; 

b. gripping the tee^setting device in a hand with the device held between 2 fingers and 
the palm of the hand such that force may be applied to the device between the 2 
fingers and the palm of the hand; 

c. applying force to the device such that the spring tension is overcome wherein the 
body moves within the sleeve and allows movement of the ball bearings such that a 
golf tee ip ay be in gerted in the device tee insertion end: 

d. inserting the golf tee into the golf tee-setting device opening ; 

e. removing the force on the device such that the tee is retained in the device; 

f. inserting the golf tee into the ground using downward force applied between by 2 
fingers and the heel of the hand until the device tee insertion end touches the ground; 
and 

g. apply mg force on the device using between the 2 fingers and the palm of the hand on 
the device such that the device is disengaged from and may be removed fix>m the 
inserted golf tee. 

1 9. (currently amended) The method of inserting a golf tee into the ground using a tee-setting 
device with an operating knob attachment end on top fx^nnente d to a bodv movablv 
inserted in a sleeve and positioned bv spring tension such that multiple ball bearings are 
positioned within openings in the body> and a tee-insertion end on the bottom with an 
opening o f claim 1 8 further comprising: 

a. placing a golf ball on the tee-setting device operating knob attachment end between 
steps a. and b; 
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b. performing steps b. and f. by applying force on the device using 2 fingers on the 
device and the pabn of the hand on the ball; and 

peifoiming step e. using 2 fingers on the device and the lieel of the hand on the bail. 



Pg. 12 of 13 

PACE 13/14 • RCVD AT 4/25/2005 11:50:03 AIM [Eastern Daylight TlmeJ • SVR;USPTO-EFXRF«1 /3 * DNIS:8720308 * CSID:41S 307 6056 » DURATION (mnvss):05-4 6. 



This Page is Inserted by IFW Indexing and Scanning 
Operations and is not part of the Official Record 



Defective images within this document are accurate representations of the original 
documents submitted by the apphcant. " 

Defects in the images include but are not limited to the items checked: 

□ BLACK BORDERS 

□ IMAGE CUT OFF AT TOP, BOTTOM OR SIDES 

□ FADED TEXT OR DRAWING 

□ BLURRED OR ILLEGIBLE TEXT OR DRAWING 

□ SKEWED/SLANTED IMAGES 

□ COLOR OR BLACK AND WHITE PHOTOGRAPHS 

□ GRAY SCALE DOCUMENTS 



□ WfERENCE(S) or EXHIBIT(S) SUBMITTED ARE POOR QUALITY 

□ OTHER: ■ 

IMAGES ARE BEST AVAILABLE COPY. 
As rescanning these documents will not correct the image 
problems checked, please do not report these problems to 
the IFW Image Problem Mailbox. 



BEST AVAILABLE IMAGES 




LINES OR MARKS ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT 



